Microscopy, PCR and ELISA applied to the epidemiology of amoebiasis in Greece.
Detection and differentiation between Entamoeba histolytica and E. dispar are of great importance both for diagnosis and epidemiological studies. The present study was aimed to estimate the prevalence of these species in Greece and to assess the performance of microscopy, ELISA and PCR in the field. Our results indicate that the prevalence of these parasites is very low in Greece and that PCR and ELISA are by far better than microscopy. When it comes to the choice between ELISA and PCR, it seems that in real situations the advantages of PCR are outweighed by those of ELISA.